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He further observes that in the old parts of the Ramayana,
the capital of Kosala is always called Ayodhya, while with the
Buddhists, Jains, Greeks and with Patanjali (c. 150 B. C.) its
name is invariably Saketa. In Book vii, we learn that Lava,
one of Rama's twin sons, established his government in
Sravasti, a city which is not mentioned at all in the original
Ramayana, but which is known to have been ruled in Buddha's
time by King Prasenajit of Kosala. From these data he infers
that the original epic was composed while Ayodhya was still
the capital of Kosala, before its name Saketa was known and
before the seat of government was shifted to Sravasti. It would
seem further to follow that the first and last books which also
mention Ayodhya and even when subsequently added contain
no reference to the name Saketa, must have' been composed
considerably before the time of Buddha. Such a conclusion is
highly probable. Dr. Jacobi finally notes that in Book i, Mithila
and Visala are twin cities governed by different rulers,
while it is known that by Buddha's time they had become
a single city under the name Vaisali, ruled by an oligarchy.
A further argument has been adduced to show that the
oldest part of the Ramayana dates from before the time of
Buddhism. The Ramayana is a popular epic and its language
is popular Sanskrit Now about 200 B. C, King Asoka
used for his inscriptions not Sanskrit, but vernacular dialects
resembling Pali. Buddha himself before B, C. 500 preached
not in Sanskrit, but in the vernacular of the people. Hence a
popular epic could not have been composed in a language
that was already dead, but must have been written in one that
the people understood clearly. The original form of the
epic must therefore date from a pre-Buddhistic period when
Sanskrit was still a living tongue. Occasionally the same
verses occurring in the Mahabharata and the Ramayana are also
found as Pali or Prakrit verses in Buddhist or Jain texts*
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